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Robert C. Griffin

CROWLEY FLECK PLLP

P.O. Box 2529

Billings, MT 59103-2529

Telephone: (406) 252-3441

Facsimile: (406)256-0277

E-Mail: rgriffin@crowleyfleck.com
Attorneys for Plaintiff

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MONTANA
BILLINGS DIVISION

LAUNDRY LOOPS, INC. )
) Cause No. CV
Plaintiff, )
)
VS. )
)  COMPLAINT AND DEMAND FOR
TRUE UNIFORM, AARON N. ) JURY TRIAL
TUCKER and MARA TUCKER, )
husband and wife, )
)
Detfendants.
1. Plaintiff, Laundry Loops, Inc., is a corporation organized and existing
under the laws of the State of Montana.
2. Defendant, True Uniform is a business having its principal place of

business in Scottsdale, Arizona.
3. Defendants, Aaron N. Tucker and Mara Tucker, husband and wife,
reside at 5243 E. Herrera Drive, Phoenix, Arizona 85054 and are the owners of

True Uniform and control and dictate the operation of True Uniform.
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE

4. This action arises out of claims of patent infringement under the
Patent Laws of the United States, Title 35 of the U.S. Code.

5. This Court has jurisdiction over the patent claims pursuant to 28
U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1338(a).

6. This Court has jurisdiction over True Uniform and Aaron and Mara
Tucker because defendants have substantial, continuous, and systematic contact
with the State of Montana by doing business in this judicial district and by selling
and offering to sell infringing products in this district.

7. Venue is proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b) and (c).

COUNT I - PATENT INFRINGEMENT

8. Peggy and Michael Durney are co-inventors and owners of all right,
title and interest in and to United States Letters Patent No. 6,038,748 (" 748
Patent"), which duly and legally issued and is in full force and effect on or about
March 21, 2000. A copy of the '748 patent is attached as Exhibit A. Said Patent
has been assigned to Laundry Loops, Inc., a Montana corporation, recorded
December 16, 2003 under Reel 014197 and Frame 0751 with the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office.

9, Defendant True Uniform has made, used, sold, and/or offered to sell,

and continues to make, use, sell, and offer for sale, products which embody the

Complaint and Demand for Jury Trial -
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inventions of the '748 Patent in suit, including True Uniform’s laundry belt, and/or
has actively induced infringement of *748 Patent, and thus, has infringed the 748
Patent under 35 U.S.C. § 271. See Exhibit B, a copy of True Uniform's advertising
material for infringing product.

10.  True Uniform's infringement is willful and deliberate and has been
done with knowledge of the *748 Patent and its coverage of True Uniform’s
infringing products.

11.  On information and belief True Uniform has had knowledge of the
"748 Patent on or before July 28, 2014 when delivery of a Certified letter from
counsel for Laundry Loops was refused despite having been delivered to True
Uniform’s post office box. See Exhibit C, a copy of the certified mail envelope
returned by the post office to counsel for Laundry Loops, Inc.

12.  True Uniform has been notified in writing of its infringing conduct,
but to date, continues to infringe the *748 Patent.

13.  Plaintiffs have been damaged by the infringement and will continue to
be damaged irreparably by ongoing infringement unless True Uniform is enjoined
by this Court from further infringement.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray for judgment in their favor and against True
Uniform for damages resulting from True Uniform’s infringement, for treble

damages under 35 U.S.C. § 284, and attorneys' fees under 35 U.S.C. § 285 due to

Complaint and Demand for Jury Trial - 3
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the willfulness of the infringement, for an award of costs as provided for by law,
for preliminary and permanent injunctions against True Uniform's continuing
infringement, and for such other and further relief as the Court deems just and
proper.

Plaintiffs demand a trial by jury as to all issues triable to a jury.

Dated this _4 day of November, 2014.

Vobad (,/l//

Rdbert C. Griffin
CROWLEY FLECK, PLL
Transwestern Plaza 11

490 N. 31st Street, Suite 500
P.O. Box 2529

Billings, MT 59103-2529

Attorneys for Plaintiff

Complaint and Demand for Jury Trial -
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EXHIBIT A
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(57) ABSTRACT

A laundry holder having a length of nylon webbing, with its
ends joined with a side release buckle fastener. A sock snare,
comprising a loop of nylon cording, is secured to the nylon
webbing in depending relation thereto. The nylon cording is
threaded through a releasable cordlock fastener. The cord-
lock fastener is used to adjust the size of the sock snare loop.

8 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets

EXHIBIT A
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6,038,748

1
LAUNDRY HOLDER WITH SOCK SNARE

This application is a continuation of application Ser. No.
09/002,311, filed Jan. 02,1998, now abandoned.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a device for keeping track of an
individual’s laundry, when several individuals’ garments are
laundered together in single loads.

There are two common devices used today to keep track
of an individual’s laundry when several individuals’ gar-
ments are laundered together. These are: (1) a large laundry
pin, and (2) a mesh laundry bag. There have been problems
associated with both of these devices.

A typical laundry pin is designed much like an oversized
safety pin, and is usually fashioned out of brass or other
similar material, and is approximately five inches long.
While the laundry pin does keep an individual’s garments
securely separated from the other garments during washing
and drying, there are problems associated with using these
laundry pins. Specifically, if a garment has no opening
through which the pin can be placed, the pin’s sharp pointed
end must pierce the garment fo secure it, thereby damaging
the garment. Secondly, areas of the pin where two pieces of
metal come together create places which snag garments,
causing damage to the article of clothing. Thirdly, during the
drying process, laundry pins can dent and even rupture dryer
drums used in drying the washed garments.

‘With respect to the mesh laundry bag, the bag is conven-
tionally constructed of a mesh nylon fabric, and is secured
at the top by a cord and cordlock or some other method of
fastening. Garments to be laundered are placed inside the
mesh bag, which is then secured at the top before being
placed in the washer. This laundry bag climinates the
problems encountered with using a laundry pin described
above, but there are other problems associated with using a
laundry bag. Specifically, garments become “wadded up”
inside the bag, and this dense mass of clothing significantly
increases the time required to dry garments completely.
Secondly, if a laundry bag is filled to capacity, or nearly so,
this mass of clothing significantly reduces the ability of a
washer to clean garments adequately. Also, upon completion
of the drying cycle and removal of garments from the
laundry bag, garments can be severely wrinkled.

Another method of keeping track of an individual’s
laundry is shown in U.S. Pat. No. 5,551,128 to Townsend.
This patent shows two fixed-dimension laundry loops for
holding clothing in a bundle. Each laundry loop in this
patent is formed by a strap, the ends of which may be
buckled together. The first laundry loop is used for holding
clothing having openings such as a leg or sleeve, and a
second loop for holding clothing such as socks which have
no openings, Since the sock holding loop cannot be adjusted
in size, it is difficult to use this device when a large number
of socks are to be washed, Further, when only a few pairs of
socks, such as one pair, is being held by this device, the
socks are held very loosely. Thus, the socks may fall out of
the loop during the washing or drying process, and may be
unintentionally pulled free from the loop when garmets are
being removed from the washer or dryer. In using this
device, the first laundry loop must be used first by threading
the strap through the openings of the garments and the first
strap buckled before the socks can be buckled into the
second loop.

U.S. Pat, No, 2,953,822, Hockman, shows another device
for laundering clothes, With this device, launderable tying
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members are sewn fo a launderable anchoring member,
preferably made of cloth or fabric material. The tying
members are tied about the individual bundles of laundry
pieces before laundering, This process is time consuming to .
use, especially when used in group laundry facilities.

In view of the foregoing, what is needed is a laundry
holder which is efficient and easy to use with team or group
laundry management. A device is needed which includes an
adjuslable size sock snare, which can be used independently
of a sirap loop holding garments with openings. A laundry-
device is also needed which has no sharp points or exposed
metal components, which would damage the garments and/
or dryer drums. Further, the need exists for a laundry holder
which overcomes the problems associated with laundry
mesh bags.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

A laundry holder according to the present invention
includes a length of nylon webbing, having its ends joined
with a side release buckle fastener. A sock snare, comprising
a loop of nylon cording, is secured to the nylon webbing in
depending relation thereto. The nylon cording is threaded
through a releasable cordlock fastener. The cordlock fas-
tener is used to adjusi the size of the sock snare loop for
securely holding garments in the loop throughout the laun-
dering process.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order that the invention may be clearly understood and
readily carried into effect, a preferred embodiment of the
invention will now be described, by way of example only,
with reference to the accompanying drawings wherein:

FIG. 1is a schematic perspective view of a laundry holder
being used in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 2 is an unbuckled, plan view of the laundry holder
shown in FIG. 1;

FIG, 3 is a buckled, elevational view of the laundry holder
shown in FIG. 2; and

FIG. 4 is a top plan view of the laundry holder shown in
FIG. 3,

DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

A laundry holder 10 is shown in FIGS. 1-4. Laundry
holder 10 includes an elongate strap having a conventional
female buckle 18 secured to one end of strap 16, and a
mating, conventional, male buckle 20 secured to the other
end of strap 16, The buckles 18 and 20 together comprise a
strap fastener 22 which in preferred embodiment is a side-
squeeze buckle manufactured by National Molding Corp.
Bach of the buckles 18 and 20 have a strap receiving loop,
19 and 21 respectively, through which the respective ends of
strap 16 are threaded. The strap 16 is then folded back onto
itself and sewn together in a conventional manner to secure
the buckles to the respective ends of strap 16.

Asock snare 28 is attached to the strap 16, The sock snare
28 includes a length of cording 24 which has a half-hitch
knot 26 tied at the approximate mid point of the length. The
two tag ends of the cording are placed side by side, thereby
forming a loop of cording, The loop of cording is threaded
through a releasable cordlock fastener 30, which in a pre-
ferred embodiment is a conventional nylon cordlock with a
spring biased plunger 32 available from Dale Nielsen Ltd.
When plunger 32 is depressed, the cordlock 30 may be
slidably moved on cord 24, and when the button plunger 32
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is released, the cordlock 30 is secured in its current position.
The tag ends of the cording are attached as by sewing to
strap 16 as shown in FIG. 4,

In operation, one end of strap 16 is led through the
openings of any garments 12 having openings as shown in
FIG. 1. The openings would include sleeves of shirts, necks
of t-shirts, legs of pants, or waists of shorts or shirts. Male
buckle 20 is joined to female buckle 18 to buckle the ends
of strap 16 together. Strap 16, which has its ends joined by
fastener 22, holds the garments together in one bundle.

In loading the sock snare 28, a user positions the cordlock
30 against the knot 26 tied in the cording—as far away as
possible from the strap 16. The knot 26 prevents the cord-
lock 30 from slipping off the cording 24. By positioning the
cordlock against the knot 28, the user is able to form the
largest possible loop in the cording 24, In a preferred
embodiment, garments lacking an opening, which garments
would include socks and towels, are threaded through the
loop formed by the cording 24, with approximately half of
each garment extending on either side of such cording.
Button 32 of cordlock 30 is then depressed and the cordlock
30 is moved toward the strap 16 snugly against the garments
held within the loop formed in cording 24.

When the loading process of the laundry holder 10 has
been completed, the bundle of garments may be washed or
dried with the bundle being held together as one unit,
separate from other bundles or garments being laundered at
the same time.

The above description is by way of example only. It is
contemplated that garments having openings could also be
loaded in the sock snare 28, and further that rather than
placing garments between the lock 28 and strap 16, that the
process could be reversed and garments placed between the
cordlock 28 and knot 26 with the cordlock 28 being. posi-
tioned snugly against the garments being held in the loop
between cordlock 28 and knot 26.

With this laundry holder 10, it is also contemplated that
the garments held by cord 24 could be loaded first, prior to
loading the garments in the loop formed by strap 16, It
makes no difference which loop is loaded first, The present

invention is highly adaptable to cover many different situ-

ations.

While the fundamental novel features of the invention
have been shown and described, it should be understood that

4

various substitutions, modifications and variations may be
made by those skilled in the art without departing from the
spirit or scope of the invention. Accordingly, all such modi-
fications or variations are included in the scope of the
invention as defined by the following claims:

1 claim:
1. A device for holding laundry comprising:

a strap having opposite ends;

a fastener for releasably connecting the opposite ends of
the strap together; '

a pair of cords coupled to the strap, and

a releasable cordlock through which the pair of cords is
threaded, the releasable cordlock selectively position-
able on the cords to form a loop of varable size
between the cordlock and the strap, whereby laundry
corresponding to said variable size is frictionally
secured within the loop.

2, The device according to claim 1, wherein the fastener

includes:

a male buckle connected to one end of the strap; and

a mating, female buckle connected to the other end of the

strap.

3. The device according to claim 1, wherein the fastener
includes a squeezable side release fastener, '

4. The device according to claim 1, wherein the releasable
cordlock includes a spring biased plunger which releases the
cords when the plunger is depressed, and which grips the
cords when the plunger is released.

5. The device according to claim 1, wherein the pair of
cords are joined at an end of the cords distal from the strap.

6. The device according to claim 5, wherein the pair of
cords are integrally formed with one another at an end of the
cords,

7. The device according to claim 5, further comprising a
stop positioned on the cords between the releasable plunger
and the end of the cords joined to one another, wherein the
stop prevents the releasable cordlock from sliding off the
cords.

8. The device according to claim 7, wherein the stop
includes a knot formed on the cords.

IINE T S
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View Cart ' Search

Price - Delivery - Quality
(888) 291-7602

. Categorles
. Tee Shirts

i Underwear
Socks

Hats & Caps

| Fleece
Il

. Linens

j Outerwear
Paper Products

: Hygiene

Footwear

Bags & Totes

Miscellaneous

institutional Clothing
e

| Commissary

$1,750.00

Quantity

Product Description

Laundry Belt

The laundry belt is the only product specifically
designed to be the fastest, most efficient way to
manage laundry operations.

The True Uniform laundry helt is the only product specifically designed to be the fastest, most efficlent way to

manage laundry operations for the Federal Bureau of Prisons,

Washes Cleaner and Drles More Completely than the Bag Method,
Eliminates the Danger of Burning Hands when Using a Pin Method.
Reduces Noise During Washing and Drying.

Prevents Tears in Clothing That Can Cceur with a Pin Method.
Comes with a White iD Tag to Write Inmate's Name on Belt.

Sock Cinch Available at no Extra Charge!

Holds 8-10 Garments per Belt.

Size: One Size (Single Latch).

Packed 500 Belts/Case.

True Uniform
PO Box 25874
Scotisdale, AZ 85255

9-5MST Monday - Friday
(888) 291-7602
Fax: (623) 738-2009
Info@TrueUniform.cony

Copyright 2013, True Uniform. All rights reserved,

EXHIBIT B

https://ey956.infusionsoft.com/apn/storeFront/showProductDetail ?nroduct Td=408 10/14/7014
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_ﬂkw , _ A AP Price - Delivery - Quality
T True Uniform (888 2917607

P»rorgrnqﬁp‘ns‘ SHOP Prisqn Sljprp‘ly” ] Qontacl Us Relum,Polikcy’ ‘Aboul Us Shipping Information Privacy Polic;y Home

Promotions
Spread the Word

Prison Supply
Making the Job Basier

Burean qflkhuns
Lopall

.

Resources for complete correctional supply.

Promotional advertising solutions.

Contract Holder

True Uniform
PO Box 256874
Scolisdale, AZ 85255

9 - 5 MST Monday - Friday
(888) 291-7602

Copyright 2013, True Uniform. All rights reserved.

http;//www trueuniform.com/ 10/147014
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Price - Delivery - Quality
(888) 291-7602

&

True Uniform

Laundry Belt - Sample Request

First Name *

Company *
Shipping Street Address 1 *
Shipping City *

Shipping State *

Shipping Postal Code *

Email *

A True Uniform Laundry Beit sample will be mailed to you upon submilting this form.
" Thank you for your interest in our new product!

https://ey956.infusionsoft.com/app/form/laundry-belt-sample-request?inf contact kev=89... 11/8/2014
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True Uniform

EXHIBIT C

4801 Main Street
Suite 1000
Kansas City, MO 64112



