
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF DELAWARE

MASTERCOOL, INC.,

Plaintiff,

v.

REFCO MANUFACTURING (US), INC.,

Defendant.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

C.A. No. 15-1147-LPS-CJB

JURY TRIAL DEMANDED

AMENDED COMPLAINT FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT

Plaintiff Mastercool, Inc. (“Mastercool”), for its amended complaint against the

Defendant, alleges as follows:

PARTIES, JURISDICTION AND VENUE

1. Plaintiff Mastercool is a New Jersey corporation with its principal place of

business at One Aspen Drive, Randolph, New Jersey 07869.

2. Defendant Refco Manufacturing (US), Inc. (“Defendant”) is a Delaware

corporation with its principal place of business at 66B Industry Avenue, Springfield,

Massachusetts 01104 and with its Registered Agent’s address at Corporation Trust Center, 1209

Orange Street, Wilmington, Delaware 19801.

3. This action arises under the Patent Laws of the United States, 35 U.S.C. §§ 1 et

seq. This Court has original subject matter jurisdiction over this action under 28 U.S.C. § 1338.

4. Venue is proper in this judicial district under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(b) and 1400(b)

because Defendant is organized under the laws of Delaware and, on information and belief, is

doing business in this District and has directed its infringing conduct into this District.
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BACKGROUND FACTS

5. Mastercool is a family owned company that has designed, manufactured, sold and

distributed tools, equipment and related products used in the automotive industry and in the

heating, ventilating, air conditioning and refrigeration (“HVAC/R”) industry for more than thirty

years. Mastercool’s products include, among others, diagnostic equipment, gauges, pressure

regulators, valves, tubes and tools for manipulating, cutting and joining tubing materials.

6. An operation that is commonly required in the installation and repair of HVAC/R

systems is the joining together of metallic cylindrical tubing, such as copper tubing. A common

method of doing so is by expanding one section of tubing so that the other section can be inserted

into it, as depicted below:

7. Mastercool has developed an innovative hydraulic tool for expanding a section of

tubing, referred to as a hydraulic flaring and expanding tool, that is handheld, lightweight and

easy to use. For several years, Mastercool has sold different models of its hydraulic flaring and

expanding tool that have been highly popular in the HVAC/R industry. One such model is

shown below.
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8. Mastercool’s hydraulic flaring and expanding tool is patented as United States

Patent No. 6,619,099, entitled “Hydraulically Powered Flaring Hand Tool” (the “‘099 Patent”), a

copy of which is attached as Exhibit A. Mastercool is the assignee and owner of the ‘099 Patent.

9. Upon information and belief, Defendant designs, manufactures, sells and

distributes tools used in the HVAC/R industry.

10. On information and belief, Defendant manufactures and sells a tool named

Hydraulic Expander Tool (herein, the “Refco Expander Tool”), shown below, that is covered by

one or more claims of the ‘099 Patent. Further details regarding the Refco Expander Tool can be

found on Refco’s website at www.refco.ch/refco/en/news/hy-ex-6__24.php, a print-out of which

as attached as Exhibit B.

CLAIM FOR RELIEF – PATENT INFRINGEMENT
UNDER 35 U.S.C. § 271 OF U.S. PATENT NO. 6,619,099

11. Mastercool incorporates by reference the allegations of paragraphs 1-10 of this

Complaint.

12. The Refco Expander Tool infringes at least claim 1 of the ‘099 Patent in violation

of 35 U.S.C. § 271. The Refco Expander Tool is “[a] hydraulically powered flaring hand tool for

flaring of a hollow malleable cylindrical tubing comprising” all of the limitations of claim 1 as

set forth in Paragraphs 13 through 17 below. See Exhibit B: “Using hydraulic power this
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lightweight expander makes a perfect expansion of copper and aluminum tubing with only a

few pumps.”

13. The Refco Expander Tool has “a manual hydraulic pump for producing

movement of a shaft.” See Exhibit B, which plainly shows the hydraulic pump as manually

operated. Plaintiff’s inspection of the accused device establishes that the pump produces

movement of a shaft within the device.

14. The Refco Expander Tool has “an adjuster member coupled to the manual

hydraulic pump, permitting the shaft to slide through the adjuster member.” Plaintiff has

identified the component shown in the picture below, which is coupled to the pump and permits

the shaft to slide through.

15. The Refco Expander Tool has “an expander having a round conical shape coupled

to the shaft end.” See Exhibit B (expander heads).

16. The Refco Expander Tool has “a die set having a plurality of die elements, the die

set coupled to the adjuster member.” See the die elements shown at the left of the picture below:
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17. The Refco Expander Tool is capable of operating such that “wherein movement

of the expander by actuation of the manual hydraulic pump contacts the die elements so as to

move the die elements radially outward to flare the hollow malleable cylindrical tubing, the axial

movement of the expander is controlled by positioning the adjuster member whereby over

expansion and excessive stress to the die set is prevented.” Plaintiff has analyzed the operation

of the Refco Expander Tool and alleges that this limitation is met.

18. Mastercool has at all relevant times been in compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 287.

19. Defendant will continue its acts of infringement unless and until enjoined by this

Court.

20. Defendant’s infringement has caused and, unless enjoined by this Court, will

continue to cause serious and irreparable damage to Mastercool for which Mastercool has no

adequate remedy at law.

21. Defendant’s infringement also caused damage to Mastercool for which

Mastercool should be compensated by Defendant.

WHEREFORE, Mastercool prays:

a) that Defendant be found to have infringed the ‘099 Patent;
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b) that Defendant, its officers, directors, employees, agents, and affiliated

entities, and all other parties in active participation or privity with them, be preliminarily and

permanently enjoined from infringing the 099 Patent;

c) that Defendant be required to deliver up and/or to destroy any and all products

that infringe the ‘099 Patent, together with all tools, molds, plates and other means of producing

the same;

e) that Defendant be ordered to pay Mastercool damages adequate to compensate

it for the infringement described in this Complaint; and

f) that Mastercool have such other and further relief as this Court may deem just

and proper.

JURY DEMAND

Mastercool demands trial by jury for all claims and issues thus triable by right.

Respectfully submitted,

OF COUNSEL:

Michael J. Garvin
VORYS, SATER, SEYMOUR AND PEASE LLP
200 Public Square, Suite 1400
Cleveland, OH 44114
Tel: (216) 479-6100

William H. Oldach III
VORYS, SATER, SEYMOUR AND PEASE LLP
1909 K Street NW, Suite 900,
Washington, DC 20006
Tel: (202) 467-8800

Dated: March 25, 2016
1219713 / 42836

POTTER ANDERSON & CORROON LLP

By: /s/ David E. Moore
David E. Moore (#3983)
Bindu A. Palapura (#5370)
Stephanie E. O’Byrne (#4446)
Hercules Plaza, 6th Floor
1313 N. Market Street
Wilmington, DE 19801
Tel: (302) 984-6000
dmoore@potteranderson.com
bpalapura@potteranderson.com
sobyrne@potteranderson.com

Attorneys for Plaintiff Mastercool, Inc.
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