
Page 1 of 46 
 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF DELAWARE 

DISTEFANO PATENT TRUST III, LLC, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

TRIPADVISOR, INC., 

Defendants. 

Civil Action No. ______________ 

JURY TRIAL DEMANDED  

COMPLAINT FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT 

Plaintiff DiStefano Patent Trust III, LLC (“DiStefano” or “Plaintiff”), for its Complaint 

against Defendant TripAdvisor, Inc. (“TripAdvisor” or “Defendant”), alleges the following: 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. This is an action for patent infringement arising under the Patent Laws of the United 

States, 35 U.S.C. § 1 et seq. 

THE PARTIES 

2. Plaintiff is a limited liability company organized under the laws of the State of 

Florida with a place of business at 2910 NW 26th Avenue, Boca Raton, Florida 33434. 

3. Upon information and belief, TripAdvisor, Inc. is a [Type of Organization] organized 

and existing under the laws of Delaware, with a place of business at 400 1st Avenue, Needham, 

Massachusetts 02494, and can be served through its registered agent, The Corporation Trust 

Company, 1209 Orange Street, Wilmington, Delaware 19801.  Upon information and belief, 

TripAdvisor sells and offers to sell products and services throughout the United States, including 

in this judicial district, and introduces products and services that into the stream of commerce 
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and that incorporate infringing technology knowing that they would be sold in this judicial 

district and elsewhere in the United States. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

4. This is an action for patent infringement arising under the Patent Laws of the 

United States, Title 35 of the United States Code. 

5. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1338(a). 

6. Venue is proper in this judicial district under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(b), (c), (d) and/or 

1400(b).  On information and belief, Defendant conducts business in this District, the claims 

alleged in this Complaint arise in this District, and the acts of infringement have taken place and 

are continuing to take place in this District. 

7. On information and belief, Defendant is subject to this Court’s general and 

specific personal jurisdiction because Defendant has sufficient minimum contacts within the 

State of Delaware and this District, pursuant to due process and/or the Del. Code. Ann. Tit. 3, 

§ 3104 because Defendant purposefully availed itself of the privileges of conducting business in 

the State of Delaware and in this District, because Defendant regularly conducts and solicits 

business within the State of Delaware and within this District, and because Plaintiff’s causes of 

action arise directly from each of Defendant’s business contacts and other activities in the State 

of Delaware and this District.  Further, this Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendant 

because it is incorporated in Delaware and has purposely availed itself of the privileges and 

benefits of the laws of the State of Delaware. 

COUNT I – INFRINGEMENT OF U.S. PATENT NO. 8,996,398 

8. The allegations set forth in the foregoing paragraphs 1 through 7 are incorporated 

into this First Claim for Relief. 
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9. On March 31, 2015, U.S. Patent No. 8,996,398 (“the ’398 patent”), entitled 

“Reciprocal Insertion of Links for Web Pages,” was duly and legally issued by the United States 

Patent and Trademark Office.  A true and correct copy of the ’398 patent is attached as Exhibit 1. 

10. The inventions of the ’398 patent resolve technical problems related to a 

streamlined process for developing web pages and posting those web pages on the internet. For 

example, the inventions allow parties to establish reciprocal linking arrangements between 

multiple web pages using only a single web page implementation system, as opposed to prior art 

processes that required multiple systems to accomplish the same result.      

11. The claims of the ’398 patent do not merely recite the performance of some 

business practice known from the pre-Internet world along with the requirement to perform it on 

the Internet.  Instead, the claims of the ’398 patent recite one or more inventive concepts that are 

rooted in computerized web design technology, and overcome problems specifically arising in 

the realm of computerized web design.  

12. The claims of the ’398 patent recite an invention that is not merely the routine or 

conventional use of computer hardware systems or graphical user interfaces.  Instead, the 

invention applies a streamlined method of employing these tools to establish a reciprocal linking 

arrangement between web pages with a single web page implementation system.  The ’398 

patent claims thus specify how to employ such a method to efficiently achieve the desired 

reciprocal linking arrangement.   

13. The technology claimed in the ’398 patent does not preempt all ways of using 

computer hardware systems or graphical user interfaces to establish reciprocal linking 

arrangements between web pages, nor does it preempt the use of all reciprocal linking 
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arrangements between web pages, nor does it preempt any other well-known or prior art 

technology.   

14. Accordingly, each claim of the ’398 patent recites a combination of elements 

sufficient to ensure that the claim in practice amounts to significantly more than a patent on an 

ineligible concept. 

15. Plaintiff is the assignee and owner of the right, title and interest in and to the ’398 

patent, including the right to assert all causes of action arising under said patents and the right to 

any remedies for infringement of them. 

16. Upon information and belief, Defendant has and continues to directly infringe at 

least claims 9, 10, 11, 12, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, and 23 of the ’398 patent by making, using, 

selling, importing and/or providing and causing to be used webpage implementation systems 

configured to establish reciprocal linking arrangements between web pages; such webpage 

implementation systems are within the scope of claims 9, 10, 11, 12, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, and 

23 of the ’398 patent, and include at least those systems employed by tripadvisor.com, 

jetsetter.com, oyster.com, thefork.com, viator.com, cruisecritic.com, smartertravel.com, 

seatguru.com, airfarewatchdog.com, flipkey.com, holidaylettings.com, 

vacationhomerentals.com, and familyvacationcritic.com (the “Infringing Instrumentalities”).   

17. Claim 9 of the ’398 patent generally recites a webpage implementation server 

system, comprising: a computer hardware system configured to perform: inserting, within a first 

web page associated with a first entity, a first functional identification element associated with a 

second entity, and reciprocally inserting, within a second web page associated with the second 

entity, a second functional identification element associated with the first entity based upon the 

first functional identification element being inserted with the first web page, wherein the second 
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functional identification element, with in the second web page, includes a link to the first web 

page, and the first functional identification element, within the first web page, includes a link to 

the second web page.   

18. As demonstrated in the exemplary images below, and on information and belief, 

the Infringing Instrumentalities infringe claim 9 of the ’398 patent because they include a 

webpage implementation server system, comprising: a computer hardware system configured to 

perform:  

 

inserting, within a first web page associated with a first entity, a first functional identification 

element associated with a second entity,  
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and reciprocally inserting, within a second web page associated with the second entity, a second 

functional identification element associated with the first entity based upon the first functional 
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identification element being inserted with the first web page, wherein the second functional 

identification element, with in the second web page, includes a link to the first web page, 

 

 

Case 1:17-cv-00256-UNA   Document 1   Filed 03/10/17   Page 7 of 46 PageID #: 7



Page 8 of 46 
 

and the first functional identification element, within the first web page, includes a link to the 

second web page: 
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19. Claim 10 of the ’398 patent generally recites the server system of claim 9, 

wherein the second functional identification element includes an image.   

20. As demonstrated in paragraph 18, the Infringing Instrumentalities infringe claim 

10 of the ’398 patent because they meet the limitations of claim 9 and because the second 

functional identification element within the Infringing Instrumentalities includes an image.  

21. Claim 11 of the ’398 patent generally recites the server system of claim 10, 

wherein the computer hardware system is further configured to perform receiving, from the first 

entity, the image.   

22. The Infringing Instrumentalities infringe claim 11 of the ’398 patent because, as 

demonstrated in paragraph 20, they meet the limitations of claim 10, and because, as 

demonstrated in paragraph 18, the Infringing Instrumentalities comprise a computer hardware 

system that is further configured to perform receiving, from the first entity, the image.  

23. Claim 12 of the ’398 patent generally recites the server system of claim 9, 

wherein the first web page includes one or more web pages.   

24. The Infringing Instrumentalities infringe claim 12 of the ’398 patent because, as 

demonstrated in paragraph 18, the Infringing Instrumentalities meet the limitations of claim 9, 

and because, as demonstrated in the exemplary images below, the first web page includes one or 

more web pages: 
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25. Claim 16 of the ’398 patent generally recites the webpage implementation server 

system of claim 9, wherein the first entity is a first registered user of the webpage 

implementation server system, and the second is a second registered user of the webpage 

implementation server system. 

26. The Infringing Instrumentalities infringe claim 16 of the ’398 patent because, as 

demonstrated in paragraph 18, they meet the limitations of claim 9, and because, as demonstrated 

in the exemplary images below, and on information and belief, the first entity of the Infringing 

Instrumentalities is a first registered user of the webpage implementation server system, 
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and the second is a second registered user of the webpage implementation server system: 
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27. Claim 17 of the ’398 patent generally recites a webpage implementation system, 

comprising: a client computer associated with a first entity; and a server system configured to 

perform: inserting, within a first web page associated with the first entity, a first functional 

identification element associated with a second entity, and reciprocally inserting, within a second 
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web page associated with the second entity, a second functional identification element associated 

with the first entity based upon the first functional identification element being inserted within 

the first web page, wherein the second functional identification element, within the second web 

page, includes a link to the first web page, and the first functional identification element, within 

the first web page, includes a link to the second web page.   

28. As demonstrated in the exemplary images below, and on information and belief, 

the Infringing Instrumentalities infringe claim 17 of the ’398 patent because they include a 

webpage implementation system, comprising: a client computer associated with a first entity; 

and a server system configured to perform: inserting, within a first web page associated with the 

first entity, a first functional identification element associated with a second entity,  
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and reciprocally inserting, within a second web page associated with the second entity, a second 

functional identification element associated with the first entity based upon the first functional 
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identification element being inserted within the first web page, wherein the second functional 

identification element, within the second web page, includes a link to the first web page, 
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and the first functional identification element, within the first web page, includes a link to the 

second web page: 
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29. Claim 18 of the ’398 patent generally recites the webpage implementation system 

of claim 17, wherein the second functional identification element includes an image.   

30. As demonstrated in paragraph 28, the Infringing Instrumentalities infringe claim 

18 of the ’398 patent because they meet the limitations of claim 17 and the second functional 

identification element within the Infringing Instrumentalities includes an image.   

31. Claim 19 of the ’398 patent generally recites the webpage implementation system 

of claim 18, wherein the server system is further configured to perform receiving, from the first 

entity via the client computer, the image.   

32. The Infringing Instrumentalities infringe claim 19 of the ’398 patent because, as 

demonstrated in paragraph 30, they meet the limitations of claim 18, and because, as 

demonstrated in paragraph 28, the Infringing Instrumentalities comprise a server system that is 

further configured to perform receiving, from the first entity via the client computer, the image. 

33. Claim 20 of the ’398 patent generally recites the webpage implementation system 

of claim 17, wherein the first web page includes one or more web pages.   

34. The Infringing Instrumentalities infringe claim 20 of the ’398 patent because, as 

demonstrated in paragraph 28, they meet the limitations of claim 17, and because, as 

demonstrated in the exemplary images below, the first web page of the Infringing 

Instrumentalities includes one or more web pages: 
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35. Claim 21 of the ’398 patent generally recites the webpage implementation system 

of claim 17, wherein the server system is further configured to perform generating, based upon 

input provided by the first entity, the first web page; and generating, based upon input provided 

by the second entity, the second web page.   

36. The Infringing Instrumentalities infringe claim 21 of the ’398 patent because, as 

demonstrated in paragraph 28, they meet the limitations of claim 17, and because, as 

demonstrated in the exemplary images below, and on information and belief, the server system 

of the Infringing Instrumentalities is further configured to perform generating, based upon input 

provided by the first entity, the first web page; 
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and generating, based upon input provided by the second entity, the second web page: 
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37. Claim 23 of the ’398 patent generally recites the webpage implementation system 

of claim 17, wherein the first entity is a first registered user of the webpage implementation 

system, and the second entity is a second registered user of the webpage implementation system.   
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38. The Infringing Instrumentalities infringe claim 23 of the ’398 patent because, as 

demonstrated in paragraph 28, they meet the limitations of claim 17, and because, as 

demonstrated in the exemplary images below, and on information and belief, the first entity of 

the Infringing Instrumentalities is a first registered user of the webpage implementation system, 

 

 

and the second entity is a second registered user of the webpage implementation system: 
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39. Plaintiff has been harmed by Defendants’ infringing activities. 

COUNT II – INFRINGEMENT OF U.S. PATENT NO. 8,335,713 

40. The allegations set forth in the foregoing paragraphs 1 through 39 are 

incorporated into this Second Claim for Relief. 
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41. On December 18, 2012, U.S. Patent No. 8,335,713 (“the ’713 patent”), entitled 

“Providing Reciprocal Links in Webpage Development System,” was duly and legally issued by 

the United States Patent and Trademark Office.  A true and correct copy of the ’713 patent is 

attached as Exhibit 2. 

42. The inventions of the ’713 patent resolve technical problems related to a 

streamlined process for developing web pages and posting those web pages on the internet. For 

example, the inventions allow parties to establish reciprocal linking arrangements between 

multiple web pages using only a single web page implementation system, as opposed to prior art 

processes that required multiple systems to accomplish the same result.      

43. The claims of the ’713 patent do not merely recite the performance of some 

business practice known from the pre-Internet world along with the requirement to perform it on 

the Internet.  Instead, the claims of the ’713 patent recite one or more inventive concepts that are 

rooted in computerized web design technology, and overcome problems specifically arising in 

the realm of computerized web design.  

44. The claims of the ’713 patent recite an invention that is not merely the routine or 

conventional use of computer hardware systems or graphical user interfaces.  Instead, the 

invention applies a streamlined method of employing these tools to establish a reciprocal linking 

arrangement between web pages with a single web page implementation system.  The ’713 

patent claims thus specify how to employ such a method to efficiently achieve the desired 

reciprocal linking arrangement.   

45. The technology claimed in the ’713 patent does not preempt all ways of using 

computer hardware systems or graphical user interfaces to establish reciprocal linking 

arrangements between web pages, nor does it preempt the use of all reciprocal linking 
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arrangements between web pages, nor does it preempt any other well-known or prior art 

technology.   

46. Accordingly, each claim of the ’713 patent recites a combination of elements 

sufficient to ensure that the claim in practice amounts to significantly more than a patent on an 

ineligible concept. 

47. Plaintiff is the assignee and owner of the right, title and interest in and to the ’713 

patent, including the right to assert all causes of action arising under said patents and the right to 

any remedies for infringement of them. 

48. Upon information and belief, Defendant has and continues to directly infringe at 

least claims 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, and 11 of the ’713 patent by making, using, selling, 

importing and/or providing and causing to be used webpage implementation systems configured 

to establish reciprocal linking arrangements between web pages; such webpage implementation 

systems are within the scope of claims 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, and 11 of the ’713 patent, and 

include at least those systems employed by tripadvisor.com, jetsetter.com, oyster.com, 

thefork.com, viator.com, cruisecritic.com, smartertravel.com, seatguru.com, 

airfarewatchdog.com, flipkey.com, holidaylettings.com, vacationhomerentals.com, and 

familyvacationcritic.com (the “Infringing Instrumentalities”).   

49. Claim 1 of the ’713 patent generally recites a method, within a computer 

hardware system, comprising: receiving, from a first user, a registration for a first website; 

receiving, from a second user, a registration for a second website; associating a second functional 

marketing element with the first user; associating a first functional marketing element with the 

second user; inserting, within the first website, the first functional marketing element; and 

reciprocally inserting, within the second website, the second functional marketing element based 
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upon the first functional marketing element being inserted within the first website, wherein the 

second functional marketing element, within the second website, includes a link to the first 

website, and the first functional marketing element, within the first website, includes a link to the 

second website.   

50. As demonstrated in the exemplary images below, and on information and belief, 

the Infringing Instrumentalities infringe claim 1 of the ’713 patent because they comprise a 

method, within a computer hardware system, comprising: receiving, from a first user, a 

registration for a first website;  
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receiving, from a second user, a registration for a second website;   
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associating a second functional marketing element with the first user; 
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associating a first functional marketing element with the second user; inserting, within the first 

website, the first functional marketing element; and 
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reciprocally inserting, within the second website, the second functional marketing element based 

upon the first functional marketing element being inserted within the first website, wherein the 
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second functional marketing element, within the second website, includes a link to the first 

website, and the first functional marketing element, within the first website, includes a link to the 

second website: 
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51. Claim 2 of the ’713 patent generally recites the method of claim 1, wherein the 

second functional marketing element includes an image.   

52. As demonstrated in paragraph 50, the Infringing Instrumentalities infringe claim 2 

of the ’713 patent because they meet the limitations of claim 1 and because the second functional 

marketing element of the Infringing Instrumentalities includes an image.  

53. Claim 3 of the ’713 patent generally recites the method of claim 2, further 

comprising receiving, from the first user, the image.   

54. The Infringing Instrumentalities infringe claim 3 of the ’713 patent because, as 

demonstrated in paragraph 52, they meet the limitations of claim 2, and because, as demonstrated 

in paragraph 50, the method of the Infringing Instrumentalities further comprises receiving, from 

the first user, the image.  
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55. Claim 4 of the ’713 patent generally recites method of claim 1, wherein the 

computer hardware system is a server system.   

56. The Infringing Instrumentalities infringe claim 4 of the ’713 patent because, as 

demonstrated in paragraph 50, the Infringing Instrumentalities meet the limitations of claim 1, 

and because, as demonstrated in the exemplary images below and on information and belief, the 

computer hardware system is a server system: 

 

57. Claim 5 of the ’713 patent generally recites the method of claim 4, wherein the 

server system is a webpage implementation server system. 

58. The Infringing Instrumentalities infringe claim 5 of the ’713 patent because, as 

demonstrated in paragraph 56, they meet the limitations of claim 4 and the server system is a 

webpage implementation server system. 

59. Claim 6 of the ’713 patent generally recites method of claim 1, wherein the first 

website includes one or more web pages. 

60. The Infringing Instrumentalities infringe claim 6 of the ’713 patent because, as 

demonstrated in paragraph 50, they meet the limitations of claim 1, and as demonstrated in the 
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exemplary images below, the first website of the Infringing Instrumentalities includes one or 

more web pages: 

 

 

Case 1:17-cv-00256-UNA   Document 1   Filed 03/10/17   Page 35 of 46 PageID #: 35



Page 36 of 46 
 

 

 

61. Claim 8 of the ’713 patent generally recites a webpage implementation server 

system, comprising: a computer hardware system configured to perform: receiving, from a first 

user, a registration for a first website; receiving, from a second user, a registration for a second 

website; associating a second functional marketing element with the first user; associating a first 

functional marketing element with the second user; inserting, within the first website, the first 

functional marketing element; and reciprocally inserting, within the second website, the second 

functional marketing element based upon the first functional marketing element being inserted 

within the first website, wherein the second functional marketing element, within the second 

website, includes a link to the first website, and the first functional marketing element, within the 

first website, includes a link to the second website.   
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62. As demonstrated in the exemplary images below, and on information and belief, 

the Infringing Instrumentalities infringe claim 8 of the ’713 patent because they include a 

webpage implementation server system, comprising: a computer hardware system configured to 

perform: receiving, from a first user, a registration for a first website;  
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receiving, from a second user, a registration for a second website; 
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associating a second functional marketing element with the first user; 
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associating a first functional marketing element with the second user; inserting, within the first 

website, the first functional marketing element; and 
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reciprocally inserting, within the second website, the second functional marketing element based 

upon the first functional marketing element being inserted within the first website, wherein the 

second functional marketing element, within the second website, includes a link to the first 

website, and the first functional marketing element, within the first website, includes a link to the 

second website: 
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63. Claim 9 of the ’713 patent generally recites the server system of claim 8, wherein 

the second functional marketing element includes an image.   
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64. As demonstrated in paragraph 62, the Infringing Instrumentalities infringe claim 9 

of the ’713 patent because they meet the limitations of claim 8 and the second functional 

marketing element within the Infringing Instrumentalities includes an image.   

65. Claim 10 of the ’713 patent generally recites the server system of claim 9, 

wherein the computer hardware system is further configured to perform receiving, from the first 

user, the image.  

66. The Infringing Instrumentalities infringe claim 10 of the ’713 patent because, as 

demonstrated in paragraph 64, they meet the limitations of claim 9, and because, as demonstrated 

in paragraph 62, the Infringing Instrumentalities comprise a computer hardware system that is 

further configured to perform receiving, from the first user, the image. 

67. Claim 11 of the ’713 patent generally recites the server system of claim 8, 

wherein the first website includes one or more web pages.   

68. The Infringing Instrumentalities infringe claim 11 of the ’713 patent because, as 

demonstrated in paragraph 62, they meet the limitations of claim 8, and because, as demonstrated 

in the exemplary images below, the first web page of the Infringing Instrumentalities includes 

one or more web pages: 
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69. Plaintiff has been harmed by Defendants’ infringing activities. 

JURY DEMAND 

Pursuant to Rule 38 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, Plaintiff demands a trial by 

jury on all issues triable as such. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment for itself and against Defendants as follows: 

A. An adjudication that Defendant has infringed the ’398 patent and the ’713 patent; 

B. An award of damages to be paid by Defendant adequate to compensate Plaintiff 

for  Defendants’ past infringement of the ’398 patent and the ’713 patent, and any continuing or 

future infringement through the date such judgment is entered, including interest, costs, expenses 
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and an accounting of all infringing acts including, but not limited to, those acts not presented at 

trial; 

C. A declaration that this case is exceptional under 35 U.S.C. § 285, and an award of 

Plaintiff’s reasonable attorneys’ fees; and 

D. An award to Plaintiff of such further relief at law or in equity as the Court deems 

just and proper. 

Dated: March 10. 2017 
 

 
DEVLIN LAW FIRM LLC 

/s/ Timothy Devlin   
Timothy Devlin (#4241) 
tdevlin@devlinlawfirm.com 
1306 N. Broom St., 1st Floor 
Wilmington, Delaware 19806 
 
Telephone: (302) 449-9010 
Facsimile: (302) 353-4251 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
DISTEFANO PATENT TRUST III, LLC 
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